Genesis 41-Spiritual Warfare.

SLIDE
lll- Jonny English taking the throne unexpectedly, clip from Jonny
English

Pascal Sauvage (John Malkovich), a villain intent on stealing Britain's
Crown Jewels, has murdered the country's top undercover agents, and
mediocre spy Johnny English (Rowan Atkinson) is ordered to prevent
further mayhem. But even with help from quick-thinking sidekick Bough
(Ben Miller), the goofy agent lands himself in one precarious situation
after another. Only when he meets up with Interpol crime-fighter Lorna
Campbell (Natalie Imbruglia) is Johnny able to chip away at Pascal's
defenses.

Point- Jonny becomes “King” unexpectedly, no one saw it coming and
wins the day.

Spiritual battle ground- There is war going on between the forces of God
and his enemies ( in this case the Egyptian Gods)

The unexpected hero, it depends how we look at the resume of Joseph.

SLIDE
The Resume of Joseph.

Revolt by his workers (brothers)
Accused of sexual assault
Convicted criminal.

Obedient Son
Righteous Servant
Trustworthy Prisoner

SLIDE
Part 1- Genesis
The image of the Son.




Joseph courageously highlights his faith, and point to the one true God
in a country which believed in a pantheon and in which Pharaoh himself
was deified.

Even when God was blessing Joseph with great success and power, it
was not about Joseph'’s health, wealth, and prosperity. God blessed
Joseph so that Joseph could be a constant blessing to others!
Furthermore, God prospered Joseph so that he might have a testimony
for the Lord in high places. Because of his success as a manager,
Joseph was able to influence Potiphar, the chief jailer, and eventually
Pharaoh himself for the Lord!

Kurt Strassner, Opening up Genesis, Opening Up Commentary
(Leominster: Day One Publications, 2009), 150-151.
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Ill- Facebook, “This was once revealed to me in a dream"

Why was Joseph valued so much for answering one question?

God is the sole source of dreams and their interpretations (v. 16; 40:8).
‘I cannot do it” is succinctly and pungently stated by one Hebrew word
(bil‘aday; cf. v. 44). That the king will receive the answer “he desires
[§al6m, “peace”]” (or “favorable answer,” NRSV, HCSB, NJB) does not
mean that the interpretation is necessarily pleasant for the king; rather,
God will give him the correct (“right,” NAB) explanation that the king
seeks and thus pacify his disturbed spirit (e.g., NLT, “will set you at
ease”).

K. A. Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, vol. 1B, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 7509.

A “discerning” (nabdén) and “wise” (hakam) man describes the sagacious
in wisdom literature (e.g., “The wise in heart are called discerning,” Prov
16:21; cf. Prov 10:13; Hos 14:10). The two terms can appear in parallel
(Prov 17:28).

K. A. Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, vol. 1B, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 761.

“Wise and discerning” is the same phrase used by Joseph (vv. 33, 39).
So farsighted was Joseph’s plan the king realized that no one but God
could have made “all this known,” making Joseph exceptional in the
kingdom. That he bestowed the royal imprimatur on Joseph is



underscored by the recurring introduction at each conferral: “Then [S0]
Pharaoh said to Joseph” (vv. 39, 41, 44). As in the case of Potiphar’s
house, Joseph received authority over the whole of the king’s household
(v. 40; 39:4). The second in authority to Pharaoh was the “vizier” (3ty
[tiaty]), the prime minister at the top of the administrative bureaucracy.
The vizier's responsibilities typically included superintending the land
and supervising the judicial system. Joseph’s authority appears to have
extended to these traditional areas. We do not have sufficient data,
however, to identify precisely what titular position Joseph held in
Egyptian bureaucracy. That he married into the priestly caste, which was
a commanding influence in Egyptian life, further enhanced his power.
We can confidently say that Semites, at least persons bearing Semitic
names, achieved high office in the Middle Kingdom, Second
Intermediate, and New Kingdom periods. Hoffmeier has shown parallels
between Joseph and to Aper-El, the vizier to Amenhotep IIl and
Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten; fourteenth century). In the vizier’s funeral
chamber (Saqqarah, east of Memphis, the chief cemetery for officials),
we learn the Semitic names of his family members and their communal
burial in coffins, which correlate with the practices of Joseph and Jacob
(49:29-32; 50:2-3, 12—14). This high-ranking Semite superintended the
king’s business in Lower Egypt. The wording “All my [Pharaoh] people
are to submit to your orders” (v. 40) translates a difficult text, lit., “All my
people will kiss [yi§Saq] you on your mouth,” probably expressing
homage to Joseph as their lord (cf. Ps 2:12; also 1 Kgs 19:18; Job
31:27; Hos 13:2). The king reserves, however, his royal prerogatives.
“Throne” is a metonymy, referring to the rule of Pharaoh. Throughout the
Joseph account, he exhibits a subordinate role to Pharaoh, never
usurping Pharaoh’s authority (e.g., 47:11, 20; 50:4).

K. A. Mathews, Genesis 11:27-50:26, vol. 1B, The New American
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 761—
762.

He ends up being the right hand of the all powerful ruler. He is awarded
a bride, and has a position of power and influence. He uses it to, save
the people he rules over, provide wealth for Pharaoh, and a place of
safety for his people.

SLIDE

Obedient, Righteous and Trustworthy.



He was faithful as a mere slave, so God made him the personal
assistant of Potiphar (39:4). He was faithful in the prison, so God made
him master of the prison (39:22). He was faithful as the master of the
prison (ch. 40), so God made him second in command to Pharaoh (ch.
41). Do you see the principle? “Those who honor Me | will honor,”
declares the Lord (1 Sam. 2:30). Our faithfulness is rewarded with God'’s
favor.

Kurt Strassner, Opening up Genesis, Opening Up Commentary
(Leominster: Day One Publications, 2009), 156.

A Spiritual battleground, with the most unexpected, (but in this case
worthy) person to hold this position.

The kingdom he oversees prospers properly and thus prepares
with plenty.

Interest- When will people listen as opposed to being compelled?
SLIDE

Part 3-Revelation
The Ruler and the realm, some will never want to see it.

Revelation 20:1-6 (NLT) Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven
with the key to the bottomless pit and a heavy chain in his hand. 2 He
seized the dragon—that old serpent, who is the devil, Satan—and bound
him in chains for a thousand years. 3 The angel threw him into the
bottomless pit, which he then shut and locked so Satan could not
deceive the nations anymore until the thousand years were finished.
Afterward he must be released for a little while.

4 Then | saw thrones, and the people sitting on them had been given the
authority to judge. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded
for their testimony about Jesus and for proclaiming the word of God.
They had not worshiped the beast or his statue, nor accepted his mark
on their foreheads or their hands. They all came to life again, and they
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

5 This is the first resurrection. (The rest of the dead did not come back to
life until the thousand years had ended.) 6 Blessed and holy are those
who share in the first resurrection. For them the second death holds no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with
him a thousand years.



SLIDE
Jesus will return and demonstrate a complete Kingdom which will move
according to his will, even at the end some will still not want to see.

Revelation 20:7-10 (NLT) When the thousand years come to an end,
Satan will be let out of his prison. 8 He will go out to deceive the
nations—called Gog and Magog—in every corner of the earth. He will
gather them together for battle—a mighty army, as numberless as sand
along the seashore. 9 And | saw them as they went up on the broad
plain of the earth and surrounded God'’s people and the beloved city. But
fire from heaven came down on the attacking armies and consumed
them.

10 Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery
lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. There they
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
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Part 2- Jesus earthly Ministry.
Jesus setting the better way to live

Seek first the kingdom of God, he is offering an opportunity to be part of
the best, and eternal, the Kingdom of God.

Matthew 6:33 (NLT) Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need.

Obedient Son-Example

Righteous Servant-Example

Trustworthy Prisoner -Example

Interest- When will people listen as opposed to being compelled?

Wisdom to learn. Do you seek the Kingdom first.



llI- Steve Backshall and his dedication to the seeking of encounters with
nature.

SLIDE
Our role as Kingdom ambassadors.

But in our spheres of influence, are we using the manifest blessings of
God (be they influence, position, popularity, or money) to bless others
and speak for God? Think of it like this: What would you do if God really
did send you a five-thousand-dollar check in the mail? Would you
immediately get about alleviating the misery of others, blessing the
missionaries, or helping your church complete its building campaign? Or
would you simply burn it up, making all your problems go away?

Kurt Strassner, Opening up Genesis, Opening Up Commentary
(Leominster: Day One Publications, 2009), 151.

SLIDE
What would a real public servant look like?

murry darling lack of organisation
planning for electricity-brownouts?

Electric cars when will the vested interest be held to account?

SLIDE

What are the wisest choices you can make in your life right now?
What are the wisest for those around you?

How have those answers considered the Kingdom of God?

SLIDE

Truth Speakers.

Justice bringers.



Hope carriers.

That in a world which stands against it’s creator, we can testify that truth
enacted brings justice and hope.

Now this is certainly a mandate for Christians to imitate Joseph,
excelling in all kinds of wisdom—agriculture, medicine, science, history,
etc.—and using that wisdom to bless mankind and to honor the Lord. In
a very real sense, Joseph’s life teaches us to use our careers, skills, and
gifts to serve the Lord by serving others.

Kurt Strassner, Opening up Genesis, Opening Up Commentary
(Leominster: Day One Publications, 2009), 154.

"For | command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in
obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then
you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the
land you are entering to possess" (Deut 30:16).

When we lose sight of God at the centre, we lose sight of his ways,
wisdom and guidance. We are left to stumble around in the dark and it
becomes easy to get caught up in the traps of this world. In contrast,
think about what it looks like to follow and obey God. The best way | can
imagine this is to look to Jesus as our model, example and guide.
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If we love as Jesus did, we would live lives of compassion and
generosity. We would notice the poor, the burdened and marginalised.
We would reach out to the sick, seek to restore the broken and love the
unloved. We would be champions of hospitality and welcome all,
especially those different to us and despised by society.

If we were to love as Jesus did, we would challenge injustice, we would
fight for the oppressed, seek freedom for the captives - be that people
caught in the prison of drugs, alcohol, domestic violence or some
struggle of their own making.

If we love as Jesus did, we would love our enemies, turn our cheek,
show compassion to the Samaritan, touch the unclean and embrace the
tax collector.

If we love as Jesus did, we would live our lives in service to one another,
looking to the interests of others, not just our own. In fact we would be
willing to sacrifice in order to bring hope, freedom and a second chance
to those who need it but can’t obtain it in their own strength.




Of course, to live with such a focus or disposition in our own strength is
humanly impossible; we would most likely end up exhausted and burnt-
out. It is not about striving however; it is about surrendering our hopes,
dreams, passions and will to the grace of God and direction of the Holy
Spirit. Surrendering these things does not mean giving up on them but
trusting God with them. When we surrender ourselves fully to God's
grace, we discover what it is to love him - and then we truly flourish and
thrive! “- Rev. Daniel Bullock

Director of Mission & Ministries
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« Obedient, Righteous and Trustworthy.

« As a Kingdom Ambassador
« In a Spiritual Battle worth fighting



